
MINUTES 
Facilities Committee Meeting  

 
Wednesday March 12, 2008 
Sacramento Charter H.S. – Room E27 
2315 34th Street 
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 
 

SCUSD Board Committee Members Present: 
Rick Jennings, Committee Chair 
Karen Young 

Staff Support: 
Terry Brown, Interim Assistant Superintendent Tom Barentson, Administrative Services 
Jim Dobson, Planning & Construction  Luis Freese, Facilities & Maintenance 
Dave Taxara, Project Manager  Christopher Frappier, Project Manager  

 
I.  TOUR: 
1.0 Tour of Sacramento Charter H.S. 
The tour was split up with two groups, one with hard hats and other in finished area to manage 
the large group who attended the tour.   PCM3 showed the Committee modernization work 
ongoing across the campus.  New labs, ongoing repairs of the outside wall, new paint, finish 
work and vinyl floors.   

II. CORE ITEMS:    
2.0 Welcome & Review of Minutes 
Meeting commenced at 5:35 p.m. 
Motion to accept January and February Minutes by Rick Jennings; seconded by T Barentson. 
Minutes approved and will be posted on the District website. 

2.1 Facilities & Maintenance Update – 
Fire Inspections Update 
100% complete with all inspections.  Staff expects all inspections to be complete by the end of 
the month.  No issues to speak of. 

2.2 Modernization, Construction & Ongoing Projects Update 
a. Modernization & Construction Update – PMG Update Handed out (Attachment #1).   
• Nicholas restroom set to be completed by next week; ERP funded.  Phillips restrooms will 

be completed by the time students return from Spring Break on March 24, 2008.  The 
Emergency Repair Program (ERP) is funded out of original Williams’s settlement.  
Governor funded $800 million dollars over 10 years for repair of health and safety 
concerns and Decile 1, 2, and 3 school sites.  OPSC funding update (Attachment #2) on 
ERP school reimbursements/repairs.  This will be a monthly report to Committee. 

• Consent Decree H.S.:  Three community meetings were held to get feedback from all 
stakeholders.  There will be a tour of the Marian Anderson site and meetings for 
interested parties with the architect.   

b. Modernization and Construction Summary by PCM3 / March Summary Report (Attachment #3)  
• John F. Kennedy H.S. Modernization:  Constructions crews have completed Phase III of 

the three story classroom building.  Work originally slated for completion this summer 
being finished early.   

• SES/Sojourner Truth library project – Next advisory committee meeting this Friday, March 
14, 2008.  Preliminary Lease/Lease Back Contract pending date of March 31, 2008. 
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• John Still Bldg. E:  Construction started 2 weeks ago – Project consists of one building 
with five classrooms.  Total area: 500 sq. ft. in area behind site, a playground structure 
from John Still M.S. will be installed during Spring Break at the new elementary school.  

• Sacrament Charter HS – see Attachment #3.  Still working on HVAC punch list items. 
• Storm damage repair pictures passed around of Clayton B. Wire and West Campus.  The 

punch list walk will take place on Friday, March 14th.   
• West Campus – punch list walk today.  Monday, March 24th, the students and staff will 

return to their permanent classrooms.  Construction crews will be demolishing the interim 
housing after move of students and staff back to regular classrooms.  District staff is 
hoping to limit charges to the Schools Insurance Authority and the District by filing a 
hardship claim with OPSC and the Office of Emergency Services (OES) to reimburse the 
District for repairs. 

• America’s Choice - Students and staff have moved into new classrooms and the punch list 
is complete.  Warranty issues are being covered.  DSA second exit in library being worked 
on.  Another program from SCOE, a high school severely handicapped special education 
program, currently located in Rancho Cordova will be moving into two classrooms at the 
America’s Choice site.  Eleven of seventeen students in the program are SCUSD students.  
Site improvements at the site to meet the needs of these students include additional 
access to campus, 2 classrooms and an ADA compliant restroom for students.  The 
County office will pay for additional ADA improvements and wiring for a washer and dryer 
at the site.  The planned move-in date for the special education program is July 1, 2008.  
The fire lane already installed at the site makes for easy access for these students. 

• California Middle School - Shade Structure work being engineered at this time.   
• Social Justice Waldorf H.S. - Renaming of Waldorf H.S. Advisory Committee needs to 

review the new names which will then be forwarded to the Board for consideration.  This 
high school is currently planned to co-locate at the John Still Middle School site in 
September, 2008.   The next advisory committee meeting will meet on Thursday, March 
13, 2008 at John Still M.S.   

• Emergency Repair Program funding for SCUSD - Bear Flag was originally designated as 
an ERP school.  Staff requested clarification from OPSC which resulted in ERP dollars 
following the Bear Flag students to Caroline Wenzel; this is good news for site.   

2.3   Asset Development & Joint Use  
• Athletic Field Study Update by Tom Barentson 
The Athletic Field Study was completed and delivered to the District in February by Beals 
Alliance.  Ron Edwards and Tony Woods from Beals Alliance attended the meeting and 
shared information on the study with the Committee.  This process was started two years 
ago to create safety standards for all of our high and middle school site athletic fields; 
keeping in mind what is appropriate for each site.  Focus on safety a key impetus to 
upgrading our District athletic fields.   

The Athletic Field Study was forwarded to the Executive Committee, who after review, 
would like to know what some of the current maintenance costs and risks to injury are on 
our current fields.  We have surveyed all our athletic directors and will be sharing results of 
the survey at a later Facilities Committee Meeting.  In addition, the Schools Insurance 
Authority (SIA) is giving us a study on what we need to do to improve the safety of District 
athletic fields.  ADA accessibility requirements can be met as long as you have a plan and 
are working on a plan; for example, ADA accessibility to the C.K. McClatchy football games. 
City is interested in using our improved athletic fields once upgraded to new standards.   
Soccer, Rugby, Lacrosse and track events are currently being held at our sites.  Staff will be 
bringing back information from SIA and the school sites and working to be in full 
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compliance with CIF regulations.  District staff is also looking at historical data on 
maintenance costs and injuries and partnerships with other municipalities.   

Direction from Executive Committee:   
1. Put all insurance data, maintenance, injury and phased approach on how Athletic 

Field Study would be implemented.  Funding can come from other than general 
fund and our communities and students will have better and safer athletic fields. 

2. Bring back to Facilities Committee on April 9th’; proceed to discuss how to take 
before the Board in order to implement a phased-in approach.  Staff will take 
advantage of all outside funding possible and provide plans for a 1-, 2-, 3- and 5-
year phased-in approach.  

3. Share information with the Board at 2nd Board meeting in April (April 17, 2008).   
 
Next steps will be covered on April 9th Facilities Committee.  All information needs to go to 
Executive Committee for review first before going to the Board as an information item.   

III. NEW & ONGOING DISCUSSIONS: 
a. John F. Kennedy Fields Update 
Concerns from the last Facilities Committee meeting in February were addressed.  The athletic 
field irrigation has been repaired; a cage for the discus is being provided; drains around the 
track are fixed to drain properly; and lighting improvements are being looked at by Christopher 
Frappier.  Operations staff is working hand-in-hand with the site staff to improve the athletic 
fields. 

b. Theodore Judah Update 
Prices for lighting by Dave Taxara will be installed by the time students return to school after 
Spring Break.  Staff is looking at cabinets for classrooms and will go out to bid and be done 
while students are out of school.  Water fountains in classrooms and design for handicapped 
access is ongoing.  Currently, staff has a full schedule of paving jobs for this Summer, so the 
Theodore Judah asphalt project will have to wait until next year.  Theodore Judah has applied 
for several grants to make improvements at the school site.  There was a question whether 
approval of these grant applications would put restrictions on District property.  Staff will 
investigate and get back to Theodore Judah parents on this issue. 

3.1 
Floor Discussion 
a. Prop 39 Report by Tom Barentson  
Handout from CASH (California Association of School Housing) entitled “Responding to Charter 
School Facility Requests Under Proposition 39 “(Attachment #4).  
SCUSD has 12 charter schools including the oldest charter school in nation: Bowling Green 
Charter.  Tom Barentson spoke regarding Prop 39 funding and District requirements under Prop 
39 when working with Charter school requests for facilities.  If you have space, you have to be 
able to offer it, equip it and meet all the same requirements as for District public schools. 
Page 4 of Handout included a timeline for newly enacted Prop 39 regulations, effective in 2008-
09.  The District does not need to provide exact site requested by the charter school and all of 
agreements this year are for one (1) year.  Once Charter established, District cannot move the 
Charter School due to chance of “reasonable disruption” of that facility.   

The District has Six Independent Charter Schools:   

1. Sol Aureas Preparatory  2. Capital Heights Academy (Aspire School) 
– mere formality and do not require facility 

3. California Montessori Project 4. St. Hope PS7  

5. Language Academy  6. Sacramento Charter High School  
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The Sacramento Charter High School is a five year agreement that is ending on June 30, 2008.  
Last year because of the growth of PS7, the District moved the seventh and eighth grades of 
PS7 to the Sacramento Charter H.S. campus for one year and will repeat this arrangement for 
next year.  The Sacramento Charter high school is currently being modernized and will be 
mostly complete by January, 2009.   

Comments and Questions from community members included: 

1. Does the renewal contract with St Hope this next year entitle St. Hope to have exclusive use 
of Sacramento Charter site?   
Answer:  None of our contracts allow exclusive use by the Charter school.  The site athletic 
fields and facilities can be used using a Civic Center Permit. 

2. Does the Civic Center permit process allow use by any organization to use District sites, 
specifically the Sacramento Charter site? 
Answer:  Yes, including during the school year.   Under California Ed. Code, the Civic Center Act 
and the St. Hope contract, the Civic Center Permit process allows for other uses of the site for 
educational purposes.  Sacramento Charter is under the same laws as District sites regarding 
the Civic Center Permit process.   

3. How is this fair to allow a charter school (St. Hope) to use a District facility over the needs 
of the Consent Decree High School when the community and the District need a new high 
school and Sacramento Charter has space?  Parents believe that the Consent Decree is set up 
to fail by placing it at the Marian Anderson site.  
Answer:  The St. Hope contract has not been signed at this time.  The renewal contract for the 
St. Hope contract is scheduled to be reviewed by the Board in May, 2008.  District staff are 
working hard to plan for a full small high school format at Marian Anderson similar to other 
District small high schools and is fully committed to the new high school. 

4. Why aren’t District schools given the same protection as Charter Schools under Prop 39 to 
prevent the District from unreasonable disruption.  e.g.  the Success Academy, the Special 
Education Therapeutic Center, after school programs at Hiram Johnson and Bear Flag schools?  
My kids used to walk to school at Sacramento High School and Marian Anderson is not close to 
my home. 
Answer:  The setting at Marian Anderson will be consistent with other small high schools 
throughout the District.   

5. During modernization, there is no funding to cover cost of landscaping – can the District 
provide funding for landscaping?   
Answer:  Landscaping is not included in the cost of modernization at Sacramento Charter High 
School and the site should look at other ways to fund. 

6. A teacher from the Language Academy thanked District staff for working cooperatively to 
find a solution for the Language Academy need for an office and additional classroom.  
Whenever a problem was identified, District staff addressed it in a timely manner that was not 
disruptive to the school, the community or the education of Language Academy students. 

 
Next Facilities Committee Meeting: April 9, 2008 

Next Board Meeting:  March 27, 2008 
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Chris Marshall 
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Next Meeting:  West Campus High School  
5022 58th Street – Room 38 
Wednesday, April 9, 2008 
Site Tour:  5:00 – 5:30 p.m.  
Meeting:  5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
ITEMS TO BE BROUGHT BACK TO NEXT MEETING  

1 Athletic Field Study Update 

2 Consent Decree Update 

3  

4  

 






































